An evaluation of the effectivity of the scrub technique in quantitative ectoparasite ecology.
The effectivity of the scrub technique used in quantitative parasite ecology to collect ectoparasites from mammalian skins was evaluated. This was done by reprocessing already scrubbed skins with the alkali digestion technique to remove any remaining parasites. The skins of six adult impala (Aepyceros melampus) ewes were used in the study. The results showed that the scrub technique is variable in its effectivity, and on average removed only 30.2% ectoparasites from the skins. It was also shown that the scrub technique is unreliable and more labour intensive and time consuming than the digestion technique, and should preferably not be used in quantitative studies.